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Throughout the planning process, two consistent issues have arisen with regard 
to this corridor:  Traffic and aesthetics.  Some of the worst congestion in the City is 
found along Highway 72, at all times of the day and almost any day of the week.  
As a major commuting corridor and a large commercial destination, improving 
traffic flow along - and intersecting with - Highway 72 will be of the utmost 
importance to maintaining the KDA’s long-term economic health.  Given the 
expense of widening and the difficulty of establishing parallel routes, a diverse 
set of approaches is considered.

At the same time, prevailing public opinion is that the corridor does not present 
the best face for the City.  A lack of consistent signage and setbacks, aging and 
poorly-maintained buildings, tangles of overhead lines, and clusters of billboards 
all contribute to an appearance of dilapidation and neglect, even among healthy 
businesses.  As improvements are made to the road network, it will provide the 
opportunity for the City to simultaneously upgrade the general appearance of 
the frontages and rights-of-way.

Highway 72
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Figure 2.25 - Highway 72 Framework Plan
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Figure 2.26 - Highway 72 On-Line Survey Results
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Figure 2.27 - Highway 72 Master Plan Diagram
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Figure 2.28 - Highway 72 “After”

Highway 72 Vision

This photo simulation envisions a redesigned Highway 72, based on the 
application of recommendations from the Growth Plan.  Strategies include 
general beautification of the median (with ALDOT consideration) and commercial 
frontages; pedestrian and lighting improvements; implementation of access 
management; and, the institution of signage regulations and design guidelines.  
There is potential for overhead utility relocation as well, as the larger parcels are 
improved or redeveloped.

Highway 72 “Before”


